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Hamrah's in Cresskill & a family-owned
basiness, but don’t go in looking for Mr.
Hammh. And don't look for his sons, ei
ther.

Instead, ask for Lilli or Hamrah,
“ﬂwcﬂ-m&mgﬁh v ir mother,
! start ing boutique in 1957,
Bﬂu‘m for a woman - aﬁuumdm o

boot - to start ahtmnﬁswasnuﬂimgless
than “shocking,” Lilli says.

"Tm E.I'I'I
: imagine how
WHAT: Women's wear CRTHH i

WHERE: 2 Piarmont

citizens,”
Hﬂﬁj, ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂhﬂl. El:ﬂ A ]w‘:: adds
8714444, The Ham-
WHEN: 9 am. to & p.m. riths lost
Monday through Satur- their original
day. Incaﬁlmﬁm

Linion A

Enue when

their first landlord decided he “wasn't com-
fortable selling the property to a woman in
charge.” Even the morigage that the Ham-
rahs needed to build ﬂwnmmrﬁﬁm
scratch in 1967 was hard (o
“We were told, You're lr:nhig risk

dgDttos O sl g ot M

aughters of marm & age, not “Mr.
Hamrah and Sons,' " Lilli says. Mary, now
in her 80s, is still involved in the store, al-
though eldest daughter Suzanne has al-
ready retired 1o Florda,

Luckily, the Hamrah women

They grew from a 1,200
bursting at ﬂmmnum?mmmwmnd
alone bui on Piermont Road. From an
all-purpose clothing store that tailored chil-
dren’s and women's clothing, the store has
evolved into a high-end designer boutique
carrying labels such as Lanvan, Elie Tahari

reevieried.
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Fitness gur Sasan
Powrlier says [ntarmel
inspired her refurn,. 3

Hameal's boutioque in
Cresskill has come a

long way. 2
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Lilli and Joyce Hamrah, owners of Hamrah's women's clothing store in Cresskill, pride
themsalves on providing personal service to thelr customers,

and Vera Wang. In 2007, it was one of two
stores in New to be named a “Style
Leader™ by H 5 Bazaar,

It takes a lot to make success look this
easy. The Hamrahs do all their own buyi
whether that means rubbing shoulders wi
the American design E|II:E or traveling to

E-u to make
atever we wr.: own," Lilli says.
“So we're careful what we buy.®
Unlike de 1 stores that also carry

designer items, Hamrah's doesn't have a
locked relationship with national manufac-
turers. That means they can't send unsold
items back to the manufacturer, but they
have extra freedom to choose designs that
they know will appeal to their specific cus-
tomers in Morth ;

On the high end, the store caries con-
versation pieces like the black Redux
Charles Chang-Lima evening coat for
51,800 and the Lanvin tent for
$1,795.

But it also has a great sales section. On a
recent visit, a $399 Nanette Lepnre bh-:k
tailored jacket with blue stri

al $59.99. liems from
vin and Max Mara -.mraj_r.n marhm;l
down.

Hamrah's also carries midrange items,
inchading a godd knit dress from Elie Tahari
for $348, a Lorena Gandolfini woven mo-
hair bag for $399, the Etro line of casual
cruise wear, accessories such as $110 jet
earrings and a resin necklace for $145.

But the real reason 1o go to Hamrah's,
the owners say, is for the personalized serv-
e "Wegcwup giving service and doing
merchandising,” Lilli “When we have
mrenu.mu:uﬂmm ways come to tell
us stories about merchandise that they've
bought from us over the years. ... The fact
that they remember — that's Ihel:ﬂgg,m
compliment.”
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